In spite of the efforts that were being made to
repair and reinforce the parapet at the Cawnpoie
battery, there were still many misgivings about its
fate, and some of the garrison even took it as a
personal disgrace that the guns had been silenced
by the enemy. One light the Brigadier slept in the
battery himself to give the men confidence.
On the 16th August the enemy were heard
mining opposite the east end of the Sikh Square on
the south face. A countermine was immediately
begun, the Sikhs, who were admirable miners,
receiving two rupees, or four shillings, in cash for
each night's labour, which was generous enough
pay to make the work popular. Next day, the
countermine at Anderson's post having reached a
length of thirty-six feet, the enemy's picks could be
heard no longer, and the work was therefore sus-
pended.
The sharpshooters were still making such good
practice from the top of Johannes7 house that the
authorities at length determined to take the offen-
sive underground and instructed Lieutenant Innes
to make a survey with a view to blovring up the
building. By climbing onto the roof of the Mar-
170